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19 June 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 19 June 1969

The Director opened by calling Carver's attention to press
coverage of former Secretary of Defense Clifford's remarks on 25X1
Vietnam.

Godfrey called attention to the heavy attack around Tay Ninh City
and commented that there is some evidence that the City itself had
been penetrated.

noted that he anticipates no major problems with the
two Estimates scheduled for consideration by USIB today: NIE 52-69,
The Outlook for Thailand, and NIE 11-1-69, The Soviet Space Program.

I:L'ecalled that next Monday was tentatively set as the date
for a USIB meeting to consider revisions of the Memorandum to Holders
of NIE 11-8-68. The Director noted that the meeting should be scheduled
at the DDCI's convenience.

called attention to a recent DIA briefing on the Sino-
Soviet situation. He noted his understanding that the briefing was given
only to General Wheeler and suggested that the briefing would be of
considerable interest to the ONE staff. Considerable discussion fol-
lowed, and the Director observed that it would be a good idea for the
ONE staff and DIA to get together on this matter.

Carver noted that he will be seeing Secretary Laird at 10 a. m.
this morning.
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Godfrey noted receipt of a call from Mr. Fezio in Colonel Haig's
office conveying a request from Dr. Kissinger for our views on whether
the magnitude of enemy withdrawals in the I Corps area is related in
any way to the U. S. announcement of the withdrawal of 25, 000 troops.
The Director cautioned against trying to make these judgments at this
time.

Maury mentioned receipt of a call from George Murphy of the
Joint Committee on Atomic Energy staff asking whether there is any
atomic energy Restricted Data in the Estimate which is the topic of
current press reports. DD/S&T stated that NIE 11-8-68 did contain
such Data, none of which has as yet appeared in the press. The Direc-
tor asked Maury to advise Mr. Murphy that the Estimate is still being
processed and that he will receive a copy in due course.

Houston briefed on a White House request for data pertaining to
foreign funding of the SDS. DDCI noted receipt of a similar inquiry
from Colonel Hughes. The Director asked thatf | DDP/CI, 25X
brief Tom Houston of the White House staff on this matter.

25X1

DD/P noted Saigon 0197, reporting that Ambassador Bunker
has advised that the American civilian establishment in Vietnam will 25X1
be reviewed, with a target reduction of 25 percent.

The Director noted that he has asked Bruce Clarke to get in
touch with Secretary Laird's staff assistant in connection with their
scheduled joint appearance in executive session before the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee on Monday.
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The Director complimented the drafters of his briefing on
"verification'' for the NSC meeting. DD/I commented that it was
primarily the work of

noted receipt of two telephone calls, one from the
Baltimore Sun and the other from the AP, requesting information on
the ABM controversy. Both requests were turned down.

L. K. White
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.By PETER GROSE
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, June 18—
President Nixon and the Na-
tional Security Council began
their long-scheduled discussion

[limitations talks with the So-

reached no firm decisions about
date, place or content of the
negotiations.

After anunusually longmorn-
ing mecting—-more than two
and a half hours—Administra-
tion spokesmen moved to check
expectations of any immediate
appraach to the Russians.

dress meeting of the council
scheduled, and consultations
with the European allies to be

about how to get the delayed
talks started might not come
for two more weeks.

The content and the timing
of the talks have become em-
broiled in controversy between
the Administration and its crit-
ics on Capitol Hill.

There was little detectable
sentiment among top Adminis-
tration officials in favor of a
proposal by 39. Senators yes-
terday for a halt in Soviet and!
American testing, of multiple-
):warhead missiles as the first

* {item for the talks.

Want Focus First .

On the  contrary, the Ad-
ministration appears,'to favor
postponing any discussion of
the more. advanced’ strategic’
larms, including antiballistic|
:missiles, until the talks have
focused on weapons systems:
already deployed.

On this reasoning, security.
council members have proposed
that a “freeze” of land-based
intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles, in which theUnitedStates
and Soviet Union have approxi-
mate parity, be the first matter
on the agenda.. ’ .

The date for opening the
italks has domestic political re-
jpercussions. Much of the Con-
laressional sentiment in opposi-
ition to the proposed Safeguard’
antiballistic missile system is’
linked to impatience at the;
Iseeming delay in opening a neivJ

t

‘round of major disarmamen
‘discussions. . ...'"..

\Nixonand Nati

today on the United States)
negotiating position for arms..

viet Union. They apparently’

With at least one more full-!

completed, White House of-;
ficials said that a decision'

cadnamtaid

Administration
have hoped to announce . an!
opening session well before the,
ABM issue comes up for a
Senate vote. With an extremely.
close vote on | this issue
expected by both sides, the
opening of the arms taiks
{earlier might .well swing a few
votes over. to the pro-ABM
position. . T

Yestorday, the Scnate leader-!
ship postponed 'the opening of
debate on the ABM issue until
after the July 4 recess, taking
isome of the political pressure,

a quick decision on an openingé

date. . o

The further council meetings:
implied by White Housc offi-
cials secmed to throw ‘into
doubt the timetable given by
Secretary of State William P.
‘Rogers at a news conference;

'two weeks ago..

tended that the Security Coun-
cil would nced several meet-
‘ings to define a full negotiat-
ing position, Mr. Rogers had
implied that the meeting to-

day would be decisive, at least

on the question of timing.
Mr. Rogers raised the sub-i

ject of timing in general ;ermsi N

with the Soviet Ambassador;
Anatoly F. Dobrynin, a week
:ago just before the envoy re-
‘turned to Moscow for cone
sultations. Reportedly, he men«!
‘tioned July 31 as a possibility.:

realistic, considering the deci-:
sions and diplomatic prepara-:

tion required. Their skepticism’

was only increased today. - Y

.........

‘off the Administration to reach; .

Although it was always in-- .

Other United States officials; -,
were dubious that this "was!
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“Ito support the South

ﬁ.@ﬁg +1Vietnamgse or the alternative
A tof agreeing, “tacitly or explici-

tyly,” on a-mutual withdrawal
of all external forces. :

In ecither eventuality, wrote
Clifford, - “the resulting bal-
ance - of. forces should avert
" jany danger of a blood bath,
. {which ‘some fear might occur-
in the aftermath of our with-
W fdrawal.” ’

Le ‘Force the Saigon govern-
" WIOH} d ‘Relnove.mem to “recognize, probably
“Ground Troops

By End of *70
By Chalmers M. Roberts '

. Wasbington Post Staff Writer A
- For a representative of other nation-
i« Former Defense secr'\’tal-‘y-.alist elements in South.Viet-

fClark M. Clifford called yes- namese society.”

terday for the pullout of all. Sees'No Adverse Effect
" American ground troops
[from Vietnam by the end of
next. year, starting with
“about 100,000” troops this
year, * '

‘can objectives do not demand
lthe. perpetuation in power of]
‘any one group of South Viet-
:namese.” Thus pressure would
be ‘applied’ on the regime
_ headed by President Thieu to

‘

posals, if carried out, would
.have no-adverse effect on the
:Paris -peace talks but rather
l,br'mg -about “true bargaining.”
. “The .one million South Vi-
‘etnamese in the various com-

AR . iponents of the armed forces,
* In an article in Foreign Af-
fairs magazine subtitled “The
Personal History of One Man's
View and How It Evolved”
-iduring the Johnson Adminis-
‘tration from Vietnam hawk to

g?:é’ : ~C11f_ford recommend?‘dA ciency .of national purpose,

i " }ean never force it-on them.”
"o The troop pullout order "cyifford’s article was writ

should be passed to the South . pefore President
Vietnamese 'so they wouldye June 8 Midway meeting
have no doubt that the:initial ity . Thieu, announced the
100,000 . withdrawal was “the ithdrawal of 25,000 American
beginning of a process” lead-4roops and hinted that m(')re,‘
ing to total ground combat ] be pulled out’ later this!
withdrawal. C year. However, Administration;
¢ ® Orders should be issued officials have indicated a:
to - American military com- much more cautious app,macha:
‘manders “to discontinue ef-to withdrawal than that urged
forts to .apply maximum mili- py Clifford. L S
tary pressure on the enemy  <Clifford’s law office sald
and to seek instead to reduce|that yesterday he had sent ad-
the level of combat.” \vance copies.of his article to
e While American combatiWhite House, State Depart-

-{troops are being withdrawn,’, , fficlals.

the United States should con-iment and Pentagon © .

i i 1 Most of the former Defense
tinue to provide the South Vi-: )

etnamese armed forces “with Secretary’s account of the evo-

: ‘lution of his own thinking

logistic support and with !
ai? relsdurc%x;." E‘\;entuaxlt wg&f\'botxh before and after he took

drawal of these forces would office is well known and has

be “determined on the basis of | PCER widely printed. -

political and military develop- t.irf;l:wcvcr' this is ‘the flrsy

ments.” - Clifford has told .the
‘7Tz story:on

. the record. But Glif-
Sees “Painful Dilemma” “ford avoided.any. reference to

Clifford argued that the re- Lo
sults of such an American po-’
licy would be to: '

e Confront the North Viets
namese lcaders with “a paine
ful dilemma,” either the pros-i
peet “of a prolonged and suhe!
stantial presence of Amcm'
lair.. and . logistical persodhER!

can logistics,
support, should be able,
they have the will, to prevent
the imposition by force of a
Hanoi-controlled regime.
they -lack a sense or a suffi-
we

THE WASHINGTON
or Release 2005[13/93)Uﬂ|1§®§8§8§
the c;-(;o'l.;';clss {hat devel

for the first time, that Ameri-+.

.. 'make -room “for indiviiuals!

- Thajland “could mean the col-; A
© Qlifford said he felt his pro-

wrote -Clifford, “with Ameri-|
air lift and air}
if their increasing their troop

i Johnson Administration both'

Nixon, at}|
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ed in men and material; we were'
devise the means by which.
ey could be provided.” £
Clifford concluded that this‘;

P
between him and President 1o
Johnson last year as Clifford th
pressed his strong public criti- ,
cism of the Thicu government, would require a reserve callup’ -
and for a pullout of American;of some 280,000, a war budget:
forces. o increase of $10 billion to $12;
The key points in the Clif-|billion for Fiscal 1969 and the,
ford account are thesc: “possibility” of credit resmc-i e
Just before President Ken-|tlions, a tax increase and ",‘e_yen;
nedy was inaugurated, Clif-}wage and price controls.” IFfur-
ford, as his note taker at afthermore the balance of pay- -
meeting with President Eisen- ments problem would be at. o
hower, quotes the outgoinghleasthalf;a billion worse '
Chicf Exccutive,as'saying that] . .- B :
‘Laos was the key to the entire
area of Southeast Asia. Eisen-
hower said that if we permit-|-
ted Laos to fall, then we
would have to write-off all the
area. . .
Ciifford -quotes Xennedy's
public statement that with- )
“drawal from Vietnam. andj.-:

AT,

Putra

H
h

japse of the whole area.” Clif-f' =
“ford says of President Ken-f - ¢ =
‘nedy, “IHe never wavered.” 1

| In 1967 Clifford was sent by -

|President 'Johnson along with’ s
iGen, Maxwell Taylor to visit; -
ithe Asian allies involved in

ithe ' Vietnam war - “to discuss,
with them the possibility of

‘commitments.” (At the time,
'however, Clifford = and the

+denied that more troops were,
| being requested.) - ‘ .
| Clifford’s “high hopes” for! -
more troops from Australia! -
and New Zealand were_disap-
pointed. He returned from the}
trip “puzzled, troubled, con- .
cerned.” It was this attitude of'
the allies which created  his;
first “nagging” doubts about!
he validity of the war. These!
doubts were “dramatized” byj
the refusal of Singapore’s Lee;
Kuan Yew to send any men to
Vietnam. ) Ao
. “Varying interpretations” by

Administration officials of}i -
President Johnson’s San Anto-[
nio peace formula raised the
question in Clifford’s mind “as
to whether all-of us had the
same objective in view.” But
he aveided identifying those| ...
with differing views, .

Clifford also states that in

his first assignment by Presi-
dent Johnson on becoming De-
fense Sceretary the task force)
'he ‘'was named to chair was
‘upot instructed to assess the
need for substantial, increases

| e

B SRR




